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NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2019 
 

From the President 

Christmas Lunch 2019 
It was lovely to see so many smiling happy members at 

our recent U3A South Coast Christmas lunch. Everyone 
seemed to enjoy the event, and we hope you’ll all come 

again next year.  A BIG thank you goes to all the various 

committee members and others who slaved away on the day, 

and in the weeks beforehand.   Also, many thanks to Veg Out management and 
staff at  Victor Harbor for making sure we had top quality in our order and for 
being so accommodating and helpful and ensuring our food was terrific. (lunch 
pics later in this Newsletter)  Season’s Greetings to everyone, I hope you all have 

a wonderful Christmas and a safe and happy New Year.   See you in 2020.   

 

New helper 

 
As a sub-committee of Management, your Program Committee looks after (yes) the program, but 
also venues, presentations and AV. It takes a lot of time and effort, so when member Gabrielle 
Silvester offered her services, she was enthusiastically brought into the fold of the PC . We all hope 
she will enjoy being a member of this very hard working Committee. Welcome Gabe! 
 

New 2020 Program Guide format 

Your NEW LOOK Colour 2020 Program Guide is about to arrive in a letterbox near you!  This new 
and improved, very smart annual publication is coming  to you thanks to fantastic input from 
designer Gary Davies and collator Sue Warner, with an odd word from President, Sue Gelade.  (Odd 
words a speciality?) 
 

Hard work by our new publicity officer 

Judy Taylor (left) has meant we have gained very 
welcome and supportive sponsorship for the 
lovely booklet from some local businesses, who 
can be seen on the back cover.  
 
As this is now an annual publication, it is hoped 
you will keep it handy throughout the year. 
 Please note, you will find information about 
regular presentations at HMVC are now being 
made available on a handy ‘fridge front’ friendly 
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handout. You can also check on our website, and will receive regular emails, as well as notices being 
placed in the Times when possible.   
 
Inside the new Program Guide too, you will find info about some exciting new groups available in 
2020 (subject to numbers applying) 

 

A Celtic Music Group (players) at Middleton Old School House – 

3rd Wednesdays, 2-4pm. Elizabeth Yeatman offers members the 
opportunity to get themselves together playing various favourite 
instruments in traditional music. 
 

Music from the Shows – 2nd Fridays at HMVC, 10 – 12 noon. Bryce Koch has a new program for the 
aficionado of the Shows. See below. 
 

Conversations around Art  - A NEW GROUP  - 1st Thursday at 

Encounter Hall, Leworthy St. Victor Harbor.  Well known local artist Margie Hooper Phd invites us to 
explore and discuss just what it is we all might mean by art; and, importantly, all that entails .  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NEW!  Craft Sharing Group    3rd Wednesdays, 10 – 12 noon 

with the two Sues – Collett and Warner.    They ask you to bring all your ideas 
and favourite methods to this exploration of whatever craft is important and of 
interest to you.  

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Music from the Shows  - On 2nd Fridays 10 – 12 noon at HMVC 

And finally, as well as his popular Classical Concerts, Bryce Koch is also introducing a new “Music 
from the Shows” groups, that follows the history of musicals performed on Broadway  

 
 

Don’t forget  .... the following important dates: 
 

ENROLMENT DAY  -   14th January 2020 
Please NOTE :   Due to us needing extra space, it will be held this time at the 
Lutheran Centre, 10am – 12 noon.  You will have the opportunity to enrol, chat with 
group leaders, and sit and have a cuppa with your U3A friends.  

 

U3A  SOUTH COAST INC -  AGM  2 pm  18th February 2020   
At the Historic Motor Vehicles Club, Victor Harbor 

Come and support your committee members at this very important event. Vote for what you want 
happening and who you want doing it, at your U3A. If you are considering a position on 
Management Committee, we’d love to hear from you.  U3A depends on its members because  
nothing happens without them! Please get a nomination form in to us on time. Contact U3A 
Secretary, Ann Chatfield u3ascsecretary@gmail.com 

 

about:blank
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First of more?  – A ‘Love of Words’ debate at HMVC. 

The regular Wednesday ‘Words’ group that is led by convenor Richard Kleinig brought their love of 
robust discussion to an enthusiastic U3A public on 21st November  in a well argued debate around 
whether ‘Australia should have a Bill of Rights’.  
 

The Affirmative Team, of Ian Moffatt 
and Graham Lewis and led by Anna 
Kiernan only just won the day by a bare 
one point. The closely following 
Negative Team were led by Neil 
Cheshire backed by Yvonne Prebble and 
Mark Dale. The teams were kept in 
check and on time by their long 
standing Words guide Richard. While 
both teams put up a strong case, which 
gave adjudicator Peter Tillett quite a 
challenge.  

It is testament to both the teams’ overall ability that the affirmative team won by such a small 
margin.   An appreciative and vocal audience in attendance are hoping that the possibility 
of these debates becoming a regular feature can be achieved. If you are interested in 
joining one of the debates as a team member, or perhaps offering a team from your own 
U3A group, get in touch with Julian Moore from the Program Committee.  

 

 
Sue Collett has DVDs available for members to borrow – there is a deposit 
of $20.00 which is refundable on return.  The material used by the Opera 
and Ballet group is sometimes added to Sue’s collection so there are a 
couple of new items available – you can have the list forwarded to you if 
you are interested. Call Sue on 0428 197200. 

 
 
 
 
One very busy group is 
Connects, members meet 
regularly for coffee or lunch. 
Check the list of dates and 
venues in the Program Booklet.  
Please don’t forget to let the 
leaders of Connects know if you 
will be attending !!!    Or if you 
need to cancel, so the cafe 
owners can be informed 
beforehand:  
Call Diane on 0404 155 688.  

 

CONNECTS 

GROUP 
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U3A Garden Group 

During the previous few months, we 
enjoyed the (again) successful Plant 
Swap in July and made a return visit to 
check out Myra’s spring flowering 
garden. The group then went to Nan’s 
delightful Hindmarsh Valley property to 
admire her amazing views and enjoy an 
leisurely wander around the extensive 
grounds. 
 

Then the next month, led by Lorraine, we explored the surprising wetlands and interesting back 
gardens that hide behind the roadways around Beyond. 
. 

December’s Meeting was at Margaret 

Dearing’s beautiful Goolwa garden, 
where we enjoyed a shared lunch and 
worked out a calendar of events for 
2020. Much to coordinator Sue’s 
delight and relief, Carol Brooks is 
joining her as joint coordinator of the 
group. We are expanding our range of 
gardens and venues in the coming year 
and go further afield a couple of times 
making bus excursions beyond the 
normal South Coast visits.  Likely 
needing to fill a bus and share costs, 
we will open up the excursions to 
other members across U3A, so watch 
this space! 

 

Attending the U3A Hills Rendevous 

 
In late October U3A Adelaide Hills hosted the 
2019 Rendezvous, an opportunity for other U3A 
members to see and experience the attractions 
of that locality and to sample what some of these 
local groups have on offer.   
 
Julie Barrien, Sue Warner, Sue Collett and Myra 
Finlay from our U3A South Coast were there. 
Most selected ‘out of class’ attractions and 
thoroughly enjoyed everything they did. 
Welcomed by the Mount Barker Mayor and U3A 
hosts all enjoyed a pleasant buffet tea with an     

opportunity to get to know some of the Adelaide Hills members.   
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Rendevous Welcome 

 
Myra tells us that apart from familiar topics like Book Club, Gardening, Languages, History and Art, 
there was also Circle Dancing and Cards, Yukelele, Rock Art, Poetry, and Fairies (?). Also on offer 
Mahjong, Blues music and afternoon teas.  And then there were the outings. 
 
Sue Collett writes: First outing was to The Cedars – home, studio and garden of Hans Heysen and 
his family. Purchased in 1912 the home and studio is preserved for all to view.  Next day our 
members visited the Laratinga Wetlands, constructed in 1999 to further filter and treat the Mount 
Barker waste water, it is becoming increasingly important as a destination for local and transitory 
bird and wildlife.  Lunch was followed by a trip to Tickle Tank, a unique garden and home located in 
Mount Barker, that is an old tank converted into a home.  Potter and sculptor Irene Stone 
transformed the sloping 450 square metre block with its 50 thousand gallon concrete tank into her 
home. It is surrounded by the beautiful garden Irene has created, filled with plants and enterprising 
garden art fashioned from recycled items.  
 

 

The last visit was to Sophie’s Patch, where TV gardening host 

Sophie Thomson showed her 3 acre property that she has 
turned into a sustainable organic garden for her large family of 
five children and many dogs, cats, geese, chooks and ducks.  
Our members happily made their way home with great 
memories of their few days in and around Hahndorf and Mount 
Barker. Myra comments that the Rendevous was ‘a flawless 
and superb experience for all those who attended.’ 

 

 

 

Sophie’s Garden 

 

 

 

 

 
 
We have branded bags of (U3A) 
available to purchase. They’ve been 

printed locally at Linx Printing and 
they’re a great way to go shopping and 
showing off our wonderful 
organisation at the same time. Will be 
on sale at enrolment day, or contact 
Treasurer Sue Collett -  $10.00 (the 
bags, not Sue)  
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We wish you a safe and happy festive season! 

Thank you to those 

who patiently pose and 

smile at events for your 

pesky editor, it is much 

appreciated. PM 
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Calligraphy 
Group with Shari 
Bubner – your 
editor has heard 
that the 
participants just 
love the 
experience and 
calligraphy as art 
is becoming quite  
a new passion for 
some.  Thanks 
Shari. 

The kitchen team for the much enjoyed Christmas Lunch and below – a scene 
from the competitive quiz section of the day …… well, who won??? 

 

 

A text 
developed 
and drawn 
by Julian 
Moore and 
far left, an 
artwork by 
Asher 
Forrest, a 
student of 
calligraphy. 

A SAFE AND HAPPY 
CHRISTMAS SEASON 


